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Anwar  a 1 -SADAT  EGYPT 

( Phonetic  s saDAHT ) 


President  (since 
September  1970) 

Addressed  as: 

Mr.  President 


When  Anwar  al-Sadat, 
a former  revolutionary 
and  ardent  nationalist 
who  rose  from  peasant 
origins,  assumed  the 
Presidency  after  the 
death  of  Jamal  'Abd  al- 
Nasir,  it  was  widely 
assumed  that  he  had 
neither  the  strength  nor 

the  political  astuteness  to  be  successful . He  has, 

however , long  since  shaken  his  image} 

| Jand  proved  to  be  a moderate  leader  and  a 

pragmatic  politician  and  diplomat.  He  has  become 
known  for  his  realism,  political  acumen,  and 
capacity  for  surprising , courageous  and  dramatic 
decisions. 


} He  has  continued  to  seek  a peace  settle- 
ment with  remarkable  self-confidence  and  optimism 
in  the  face  of  both  risk  and  failure. 


Leadership  Style 

Sadat's  dominance  of  the  decisionmaking 
process — especially  in  foreign  policy — has  become 
increasingly  evident  in  the  peace  talks  with 
Israel:  senior  foreign  affairs  advisers  are  not 

always  certain  what  the  President  has  in  mind,  and 
they  must  refer  major  decisions  to  Sadat  personally. 
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pride  in  his  peasant  origins  and  in  his  reputation 
for  being  sensitive  to  his  people's  needs.  He 
wants  to  go  down  in  history  as  the  man  who  improved 
the  economic  and  social  well-being  of  the  ordinary 
Egyptian.  Sadat  has,  however,  far  less  under- 
standing of  or  interest  in  economic  matters  than 
he  has  in  foreign  affairs  or  politics,  and  he 
devotes  little  time  to  this  major  problem  area.  A 
consummate  politician,  he  looks  at  most  issues  in 
political  terms,  and  if  he  is  confronted  with 
policy  problems  in  which  political  factors  and 
economic  considerations  are  in  conflict,  his 
decision  is  likely  to  be  influenced  by  the  former. 


Personal  Data 


In  accordance  with  his  upbringing,  Sadat 
remains  a deeply  religious  man.  He  speaks  good 
English,  but  he  does  not  always  pick  up  nuances  or 
follow  complex  reasoning.  Soft  spoken  and  seri- 
ous, the  59-year-old  President  is  warm  in  manner. 
His  wife,  Jihan,  is  an  elegant,  graceful  woman. 

The  couple  has  four  children. 
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